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GENERAL INFORMATION 
This middle school program planning guide explains the opportunities that the middle school 
offers each student. These opportunities are designed in alignment with the school’s purpose 
statement of providing a transformative holistic K-12 education to develop globally-
minded individuals who learn, love, and lead. The middle school schedule, activities, curriculum, 
and learning environment are all designed around the things that make middle school students 
special. As students begin choosing courses for next year and beyond, keep in mind that 
students will perform best when a program is selected that includes courses that are personally 
interesting and at an appropriate level of challenge. All students are responsible for taking the 
time to fully understand the middle school program and what a course will cover, the 
prerequisites.    
 
All members of the YHIS team are available to assist students and parents as courses are 
selected for the next academic year. Feel free to contact us.  
 
HEAD PRINCIPAL 
Mr. Samuel Goh 
Office@yhischina.com 
 
SECONDARY LEAD TEACHER 
Mr. Jonathan Van Santen 
Jonathan.VanSanten@yhischina.com 
 
SECONDARY STUDENT CONDUCT COORDINATOR  
Mr. Rick McCarthy 
Rick.McCarthy@yhischina.com 
 
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 
Mrs. Diana Holden 
Diana.Holden@yhischina.com 
 
COLLEGE COUNSELOR 
Ms. Elina Kim 
Elina.Kim@yhischina.com 
 
External Testing Coordinator 
Mrs. Christina Park 
Christina.Park@yhischina.com  
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Purpose Statement 
YHIS is committed to preparing students for college and beyond. Yantai Huasheng International 
School is committed to providing transformative, holistic K12 education to develop globally-
minded individuals who learn, love, and lead.  
 
Curriculum 
YHIS offers an American-based curriculum that follows the AERO standards. The curriculum has 
an international focus and provides a solid foundation in both education and character. Our 
curriculum prepares students to achieve their goals and to impact their communities around 
the world. English is the main language of instruction. Core courses include English Language, 
Science, Math, Social Studies and Fine Arts and a strong character development and student 
Leadership Program. Students are also required to take electives as part of a broad-based 
international education. 
 
At the Middle School level, students pursue courses in the core subjects of English, Math, 
Science, and Social Studies. They also pursue classes in Music, Art, STEM, Physical Education, 
Chinese, and Character Development.  
 
Curriculum Review 
As part of the iSC system of schools, subject is reviewed on a five-year cycle, to ensure that the 
standards are current, relevant and meaningful for college and career readiness. A thorough 
review process is conducted over a period of time in five stages. Each school year, two to three 
subject areas are reviewed at the iSC-China level. Selected individuals from all iSC- China schools 
participate in the curriculum review.  
 
Accreditation and Association 
YHIS received accreditation by AdvancED (Cognia) in June of 2019. AdvancED (Cognia) is a 
merger of three U.S. regional accreditation association recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The three accreditation associations are the North Central Association Commission 
on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA CASI) and the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS CASI), and the Northwest 
Accreditation Commission (NWAC).  
 
YHIS is also proud to be a member of the International Schools Consortium (iSC). iSC has served 
the multinational community in China since 1986 and is a system of six schools in China and 
one school in UAE: Chengdu, Qingdao, Tianjin, Wuhan, Wuxi, Yantai, and Ras Al Khaimah.  
 
International Schools Consortium 
As part of the iSC network of schools, our Middle School students have a variety of 
opportunities to travel around China and beyond for various tournaments, performances and 
competitions. For example, YHIS provide opportunities for students to take part in sports 
tournaments in basketball and soccer.  In terms of competitions, we provide opportunities for 
students to take part in Science Fairs, and Model United Nations. We believe that these 
opportunities are invaluable towards a full Middle School experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 4 

Secondary School Daily Schedule 
A secondary school life at YHIS is enriching and vibrant. Below is a sample schedule of a typical 
day in middle school.  
  

TIME CLASS/ACTIVITY 
8:00 – 9:30 Class 1, 2 

9:34 – 11:04 Class 3, 4 
11:08 – 11:51 Class 5 
11:55 – 12:15 Advisory 
12:19 – 12:59 Lunch 

1:03 – 2:33 Class 6, 7 
2:37 – 3:20 Class 8 
3:30 - 4:45 After-School Activities/Athletics 
5:15 - 6:30 Optional After-School Study Program 

 
Advisory Program 
The Advisory program is a daily part of the schedule. The program seeks to ensure that every 
student is cared for and guided as well as to build relationships with a consistent set of peers 
and an advisor. The advisory group is made up of students in grade levels. Every day, students 
meet for 20 minutes with their advisor, and they consider questions for their personal growth. 
Students are also encouraged to set personal goals for themselves, and the advisor checks in 
on those goals to ensure that students are on track. 
 
Technology in Learning 
Secondary students are provided with an email account, Microsoft Office365 account, and 
access to Canvas, a Learning Management System in which students are assigned work and in 
which they use to submit their work electronically. Parents will have access to courses via 
observer accounts in Canvas. We desire for our students to be prepared not only for High 
School but also for the world. As such, our learning environment is centered around authentic 
real-world tasks and requires a high degree of critical thinking and collaboration, together with 
high technological competence.  
 
Microsoft Outlook serve as the predominant means for communication between educators, 
parents/guardians, and students; other Office® tools included in students’ Microsoft 365 
accounts provide the software needed for students to interact with Canvas.  
 
In addition, Zoom serves as the software for synchronous classes and interactions.  
These tools help students organize their time, interact with learning materials, communicate 
their learning, connect with classmates and educators, check their grades, and participate in 
social activities.  
 
Students are expected to use all technology resources in a responsible and ethical manner, 
consistent with the purpose, vision, and values of iSC, and in compliance with the students’ 
internet service providers and with the appropriate national and local laws. All students are 
required to agree to the acceptable use of technology document, before their first day of 
school. 
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Co-Curricular Activities 
An important part of any secondary school experience is the co-curricular activities. At YHIS, we 
seek to develop well-rounded students through a wide range of academic and extracurricular 
activities. Through the iSC system of schools, students compete in basketball, volleyball, and 
soccer tournaments, as well as music and choral festivals, and Model United Nations (MUN) 
conventions. The school also offers activities such as Kids Read, ceramics club, 
newspaper/yearbook club, band club, and student council.  
 
Co-curricular activities can play a big part in distinguishing a student from other applicants, with 
quality and commitment being much more important than quantity. Colleges are pleased to see 
students who are passionately committed to a few activities. Leadership positions demonstrate 
commitment and say something positive about the student.  
 
College Preparation 
At YHIS, we see college as an important next step for our students as they move toward 
becoming global influencers. We provide career counseling services to all secondary students 
(middle and high school) to help them evaluate their strengths, aptitudes, and interests as they 
consider their future career path. We hold an annual Career Fair where experts from a variety of 
fields come and share about their career experiences with our students. Students go on field 
trips to local businesses to help students explore a variety of careers and experience what the 
workplace is like.  
 
Students in Grade 8 have the opportunity to participate in the PSAT 8 assessment usually held 
in Spring. 
 
Standardized Testing  
Students in Grades 6-10 will participate in the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Growth 
testing in the fall and spring. These tests have no bearing on a student’s GPA or academic 
standing. They simply allow the school to see where all students are academically in Math, 
Reading, Language Use, and Science. MAP Growth is the most trusted and innovative 
assessment for measuring achievement and growth in K–12 subject areas. It provides our 
teachers with accurate, and actionable evidence to help target instruction for each student or 
groups of students regardless of how far above or below they are from their grade level. It also 
connects to the largest set of instructional content providers, giving educators flexibility in 
curriculum choices.   
 
Using MAP Growth insights, teachers can tailor instruction to challenge every student, whether 
they are below, at, or above grade level. MAP Growth student reports (given to all students and 
parents) also present realistic learning goals by subject areas so that, through a teacher’s 
guidance, students can individually see their progress and be inspired to take charge of their 
own learning.  
 
Student Achievement and Recognition Program  
YHIS is a place where future leaders are nurtured and developed. Each student is challenged to 
grow deeper in their academic progress and character through various classes and extra-
curricular activities offered. This section serves to outline student recognition at YHIS.   
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ADVISORY STUDENT COUNCIL CLUBS SPORTS 
STEM 

(SCIENCE 
FAIR) 

CHARACTER 
AWARDS MAP AWARDS 

Advisory 
group 
leaders  

President 
Vice-President  
Finance Director  
Asst. Finance Director  
Public Relations Director  
Asst. Public Rel. Director  
Service Director  
Secretary Grade Reps  

Club 
President, 
Club Vice-
President  

Captain,  
Co-
Captain  

HS: 1st, 
2nd, 
3rd place, 
Honorable 
Mentions  

iSC9 Qualities 
for Life Award 
across HS  

Excellence Award 
(Met 3/4 Goals AND 
90% or higher on 2 
categories)  
   
Commendation 
Award (Met 3/4 Goals 
OR 90% or higher on 
2 categories)  

 
 
Criteria for Secondary Awards:  

• Principal’s Excellence Award – Given by Principal to one student per grade for excellence 
in academics, leadership, and service.  

• Subject Excellence Award – Given to all students who obtain a 98% (A+) or above in any 
non-AP class. Students in AP classes need to obtain a 93% (A-) or above; Minimum of two 
students needed in class; Given in every subject area  

• Student Leadership Excellence Award – Given to one member of Student Council, or to a 
student who leads others as a positive role model  

• Athletic Excellence Award – Most-Valuable, Most-Improved, Most-Dedicated  
• iSC9 Qualities for Life Excellence Award – Given to one student who has receive a monthly 

iSC9 award in the current year; decided by secondary team.  
• Volunteer Service Excellence Award – Only given in Service & Leadership, or student has 

clearly demonstrated completed volunteer hours.  
• Progress Excellence Award – Given to student(s) who have displayed tremendous growth 

in English, academics, or socially.  
• PSAT/NMSQT Award - Excellence: In the top 90%; Commendation: In the top 75%  
• Art Excellence Award – Given to a High School student who showcased exceptional ability 

in their semester’s artwork.  
• Accelerated Reader Challenge Award – Given for each AR Challenge that take place 

throughout the year; Given when students meet their reading goal for quiz points.  

 
YHIS Excellence Awards  

 
   FALL  SPRING  

TYPES OF EXCELLENCE AWARD  
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 

HIGH 
SCHOOL  

MIDDLE  
SCHOOL 

HIGH 
SCHOOL  

Principal’s Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Subject Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Student Leadership Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Athletic Excellence Award (Girls/Boys)  Soccer  Volleyball  Basketball  
Soccer/ 

Basketball  

iSC9 Qualities for Life Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  
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Volunteer Service Excellence Award   Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Progress Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

PSAT/NMSQT Award  
(Excellence and Commendation)  

N/A  No  N/A  Yes  

Art Excellence Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Accelerated Reader Challenge Award  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

 
Student Recognition - Honor Roll   
• At YHIS, we value all-around academic excellence and recognize students that have 

displayed an outstanding set of results. Each semester, high school students who achieve 
excellent grades will be placed on the High Honor Roll or Honor Roll. 

• For High School students: to be placed on the High Honor Roll, a student must receive a 
GPA of 3.8 or higher. To be placed on the Honor Roll, a student must obtain a GPA of 
between 3.4 to 3.79.  

• For High School, students can only qualify for the honor roll if they have not obtained a “D” 
grade or an “F” grade in any course throughout that semester.   

 
Locker System   
Middle school students are assigned a locker in the Secondary hallway and are given a 3-digit 
combination. The locker information is given to students when they receive their class schedule 
each year. This combination should not be shared with any other student. If a student forgets 
their locker combination, they can email or speak with Director of Student Services. The school 
keeps a record of assigned lockers in the Student Services office and a list of lock 
combinations.   
 
The lockers remain the property of the school and may be inspected at any time. Any damage, 
except for ordinary wear, may be charged to the student. The school is not responsible for any 
items lost or stolen from a student’s locker. All personal items go in the locker, not on the floor 
or in the hallway.   
 
While we understand that students want to be close to their friends, we cannot re-assign 
lockers to accommodate these sorts of changes. We will, however, always accommodate 
students in special circumstances. Students, or their parents, are asked to contact the Director 
of Student Services for these requests.  
  
Students are:  

• expected to only use the locker that has been assigned to them  
• NOT to share their lock combination with anyone  
• responsible for keeping their locker clean and neat  
• expected to report any damage  
• NOT to write or draw on the inside of the locker  
• responsible for the contents of the locker assigned to them  
• NOT to use any locker that has not been assigned to them  
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Hallway  
Hallways can be crowded during peak times. For the safety and comfort of others, you should 
not run, shout, or play in the hallways. There are designed spaces for being active and playing 
games. Also, work with those that have a locker around you so everyone can get what they 
need and get to their next class.  
  
Lunchtime  
Our specially crafted, three menu options provide students and staff with a variety of fresh and 
nutritious lunch choices. Working closely with the cafeteria management company, Dong Tai 
Food Services, the school led an intensive review of the lunches offered from September 
through December 2020. The school created a set of food guidelines following the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans, and used multiple stakeholders’ feedback to redesign the Korean, 
Western, and Chinese menu options. Today, signature dishes such as beef burgers, bibimbap, 
and spaghetti bolognese incorporate whole grains, more vegetables, healthier oils, and 
authentic ingredients.  
   
The lunchtime is yours to keep by being polite to your peers and staff, calmly enjoying your 
food at a table, and cleaning up after yourself when finished. Unless you have permission from 
an adult, all food should remain in the cafeteria. You also have free time during the forty-five- 
minute lunch period. Please remain in the supervised during this time.  
  
Counseling Services  
We want you to feel safe and supported as you journey through your time at YHIS. Our socio-
emotional and guidance counselors are here to support you. The counselors help with a variety 
of issues, including college applications, preparation for the transition to middle/high school, 
and are also resources for assistance on growing as an adolescence. Whether it’s a 
disagreement with friends, anxiety over schoolwork, or a problem at home, the school 
counselor can provide guidance, and you are always welcome to make an appointment.  
   
School Supplies and Uniforms  
The teachers will provide classroom supplies, though students can also bring from home. 
The SharkStop is a one-place center where students can get their uniforms and buy additional 
supplies. The store is open before school from 7:50 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. at break, during lunch, or 
after school until 3:15 p.m.   
   
Parent-Student Handbook  
Please refer to the 2021-2022 Parent-Student Handbook and the Transportation Handbook for 
more school-wide information about after school campus hours, language policy, cellphones 
and other personal belongings, and transportation.  
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TIME MANAGEMENT TIPS 
 

1. Make a "to do" list every day. Put things that are most important at the top of your list 
and do them first. Use your agenda to track all of your tasks. And don't forget to recognize 
and reward your accomplishments. 
 

2. Use time wisely. Taking time to think and plan is time well spent. If you can get some 
reading done while waiting for an appointment, for example, you'll kill two birds with one 
stone. 
 

3. Know that it's okay to say "no." If your friends ask you to go out on a Sunday night and 
you have an assignment due for class the next morning, realize that it's okay to say "no." 
Keep your short- and long-term priorities in mind, and don't feel pressured to drop your 
plans to please your friends. Planning in advance to spend time with friends and family can 
help, but first you must be convinced that your priorities are important. Once you are 
convinced of that saying "no" gets easier. 
 

4. Work smarter, not harder. You'll study more efficiently if you figure out when you do your 
best work. For example, if your brain handles math better in the afternoon, don't wait to do 
it until late at night.  
 

5. Review your notes daily. You'll reinforce what you've learned, so you need less time to 
study. You'll also be ready the next day if your teacher calls on you or gives a pop quiz. 
 

6. Get a good night's sleep and eat healthy. Running on empty makes the day seem longer 
and tasks seem more difficult. 
 

7. Are text messages, calls, computer usage or video games proving to be a distraction 
from homework or time wasters? If so, manage your time so electronics don't undermine 
your academics. 
 

8. Don't sweat the small stuff! Have you ever wasted an entire evening by worrying about 
something you're supposed to be doing? Was it worth it? Instead of agonizing and 
procrastinating, just do it. If a project seems daunting and you find yourself avoiding it, try 
the "Swiss cheese method": break it into smaller tasks and just do one, or set a timer and 
work on the big task for just 15 minutes. By doing a little at a time, eventually you'll reach a 
point where you'll want to finish. 
 

9. Keep things in perspective. Setting goals that are unrealistic sets you up for failure. While 
it's good to set high goals for yourself to achieve, be sure not to overdo it. Set goals that 
are challenging yet reachable. 

 
Adapted from www.collegeboard.com  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM & ASSESSMENT 

 
Assessments 
All assessments, assignments, and instruction throughout the school are created to ensure that 
each student is progressing towards mastery of these learning standards. In this way, the 
school as a whole is able to keep track of the learning progress of every student in every 
classroom and respond well to individual student learning needs. 
 

Students in middle school take some written exams during the final exam week for Math, 
English, Character Development, Science, Social Studies and Foreign Language depending on 
their grade level. Additional subjects will have a summative assessment, but it may take the 
form of a skills assessment, project or portfolio. As students progress in middle school, more 
exams will be cumulative to prepare the students for high school (see table below).  
 

Grade Fall Exams Spring Exams 
6th No cumulative exams Math, English 
7th  Math, English Math, English, Science, and Chinese 
8th Math, English, Science and Chinese All exams cumulative 
Middle School 
Grading 

Exams are no more than 20% 
Semester 1 = 100% 

Exams are no more than 20% 
Semester 2 = 100% 

 

Grading Scale  
The standard grading scale for academic work in grades 6-12 is as follows:  
 

A+ 98-100 B+ 88-89 C+ 78-79 D+ 68-69 F Below 60 
A 93-97 B 83-87 C 73-77 D 63-67   
A- 90-92 B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62   

 
Progress Reports  
Parents of secondary students may access student progress reports online at any time via 
PowerSchool throughout the academic year. Teachers update student progress on a regular 
basis.  
 
Incomplete Grades  
A student may be awarded an “incomplete” if work for a specific course has not been 
completed. A student must make up the work within a time period set by the teacher, up to two 
(2) weeks. Otherwise, the missing work will receive an “F.” No incomplete grades may be given 
for the fourth quarter.  
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Middle School Course Plan 2021-2022 

  
 

 
 



 

 12 

MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

English Language Courses 
The English curriculum focuses on reading, writing, speaking and listening, research, and 
language. Each area will be assessed in every English course in various ways, and skills will be 
revisited and refined over the course of the four- year program.  

Students must enroll in an English class every semester they attend YHIS. 

English 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Rueda & Robert, English, Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006. 
McGraw-Hill Study Sync PLUS 2017; Institute for Excellence in Writing; Shurley Grammar; 
Prestwick Vocabulary 
Assessment: In-Class Activities/Assignments, At-Home Activities/Assignments (Homework), 
Projects & Presentations, Student Notes (i.e. in-class, at-home, etc.), Quizzes, and Exams  
 
This course is designed to educate, to train, and to prepare students in properly using the 
English language. The curriculum is designed to equip students to gather, to analyze, and to 
master the use of information from an assortment of sources for research purposes. 
Additionally, students will develop and utilize new vocabulary as well as increase their 
knowledge of grammar and usage in order to connect common fundamentals. They will plan, 
prepare, organize, and present essays, reports and research papers. Additionally, students will 
be introduced to critical thinking strategies. The learning process challenges students to 
develop, cultivate, mature, and stretch their mental capacities to full potential.  
 
English 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Rueda & Robert, English, Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006. 
McGraw-Hill Study Sync PLUS 2017; Institute for Excellence in Writing; Shurley Grammar; 
Prestwick Vocabulary 
Assessment: In-Class Activities/Assignments, At-Home Activities/Assignments (Homework), 
Projects & Presentations, Student Notes (i.e. in-class, at-home, etc.), Quizzes, and Exams  
 
This course is intended for educating, to training, and to preparing students in the proper 
usage of the English language. The curriculum is designed to equip students to collect, to 
examine, and to utilize data from a variety of sources for research purposes. Additionally, 
students will advance in new vocabulary as well as increase their knowledge of grammar and its 
proper use in order to connect common fundamentals. They will plan, prepare, organize, and 
present essays and reports and be introduced to critical thinking and critical viewing strategies, 
as well as creative thinking and creative viewing. The learning process challenges students to 
develop, nurture, establish, and expand their conceptual aptitudes to full possibilities and 
capabilities.  
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English 8 
Grade Level: 8 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Rueda & Robert, English, Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006. Prentice 
Hall, Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, Prentice-Hall, Inc, 2000. 
McGraw-Hill Study Sync PLUS 2017; Institute for Excellence in Writing; Shurley Grammar; 
Prestwick Vocabulary 
Assessment: In-Class Activities/Assignments, At-Home Activities/Assignments (Homework), 
Projects & Presentations, Student Notes (i.e. in-class, at-home, etc.), Quizzes, and Exams 
 
This course is intended for educating, to training, and to preparing students in the proper usage 
of the English language. The curriculum is designed to equip students to collect, to examine, and 
to utilize data from a variety of sources for research purposes. Additionally, students will advance 
in new vocabulary as well as increase their knowledge of grammar and its proper use in order to 
connect common fundamentals. They will plan, prepare, organize, and present essays and 
reports and be introduced to critical thinking and critical viewing strategies, as well as creative 
thinking and creative viewing. The learning process challenges students to develop, nurture, 
establish, and expand their conceptual aptitudes to full possibilities and capabilities. 
 
 
English Language Support 
Grade Level: 6-8 
Length: Varied by student level 
Prerequisites: None 
Assessment: Homework, Papers/Projects, Quizzes, Tests, and Participation 
 
The purpose of this course is to allow students to develop intermediate English vocabulary and 
grammatical structures so that they can successfully communicate in their mainstream classes. 
Also, students will develop literary and analytical skills which will enable them to be successful in 
post-secondary work. Specific units are described in the course outline. Every unit will develop 
students’ Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing skills. 
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Social Studies Courses 
 
Western Geographic Regions  
Grade Level: 6 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Geography Alive, Regions and People, Teachers’ Curriculum Institute 
Assessments: Quizzes, Unit Tests, Homework and Classwork, Projects 
 
In this year-long course, students will be exploring the regions of the Western World (Europe, 
Russia, and the Americas) through the through the lens of physical and human geography while 
giving special emphasis to the major geographical themes of location, place, movement, 
human-environment interactions, and regions. Special focus will also be given to mapping skills, 
especially map layering practices similar to that of geographic information systems.   
 
 
Eastern Geographic Regions  
Grade Level: 7 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Geography Alive, Regions and People, Teachers’ Curriculum Institute 
Assessments: Quizzes, Unit Tests, Homework and Classwork, Projects 
 
In this year long course, students will study the regions of the Eastern World (Africa, Asia, and 
Oceania) through the lens of geography and history. Students will be able to explain forces that 
result in world interaction, and explain causes and effects of migration. Students will examine 
the interactions between people and the environment. They will learn how culture shapes 
behavior and identity. Students will examine economic effects of environmental changes, as 
well as analyze and describe strengths and weaknesses of various forms of government. 
 
 
Ancient Civilizations  
Grade Level: 8 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Geography Alive, Regions and People, Teachers’ Curriculum Institute  
Assessments: Quizzes, Unit Tests, Homework and Classwork, Projects 
 
In this year-long course, students will study past civilizations (including the early cradles of 
civilization, the Classical, pre-Columbian Americas, and others) to understand the both the 
character of the present and the challenges of the future. Throughout the course emphasis is 
placed on understanding the rise, flourishing, and legacy of all major civilizations. Students will 
learn and demonstrate competency in historical research, identifying patterns of historical 
change, examining major religions, explaining the different systems of governance, and 
describing the influence of scientific knowledge and the use of technologies on cultures. 
Students will develop skills that will enable them to conduct research, obtain and utilize credible 
resources, and acquire the background knowledge necessary to construct a coherent essay, a 
major assessment piece of this course. 
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Science Courses 
 
 
Science 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Earth & Space iScience, McGraw-Hill, 2017. Life iScience, McGraw-Hill, 
2017. Physical iScience, McGraw-Hill, 2017. 
Assessment: Homework, Participation/Classwork, Labs/Learning Activities, Cumulative 
Assessment 
 
The science 6 course is designed for incoming middle school students, to ready them for the 
rigor of middle school level science skills. Throughout the year students will focus on building 
skills in lab skills and content knowledge targeting the main areas of life science, Earth/Space 
science, and physical science. Through various hands-on labs and content learning, students 
will strengthen their ability to investigate real world problems using the scientific method. 
 
Science 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Earth & Space iScience, McGraw-Hill, 2017. Life iScience, McGraw-Hill, 
2017. Physical iScience, McGraw-Hill, 2017. 
Assessment: Homework, Participation/Classwork, Labs/Learning Activities, Cumulative 
Assessment 
 
Science 7 is designed for 7th grade students, targeting to expand and build on scientific 
knowledge. This course is to investigate the world of the living and nonliving things, at levels both 
large and small, by experimenting with aspects of interactions on Earth. Students explore a 
variety of the physical world, complexity of matter, relationship between living things and Earth, 
and discover the scientific world of geography. Students perform laboratory activities to learn 
about the application of scientific methods. 
 
 
Science 8 
Grade Level: 8 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Minimum of WIDA level 3.5, Elementary Science Knowledge  
Curriculum Resources: Physical iScience, McGraw-Hill, 2017 
Assessment: Homework, Participation/Classwork, Labs/Learning Activities, Cumulative 
Assessment 
 
Physical Science course is designed for 8th grade students, targeting content-specific learning. 
This course presents the fundamentals of physics and chemistry. Students explore the universe 
we live in, including motion, energy, the nature of matter and atoms, how chemicals mix and 
react, and the forces that hold the universe together.   
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Mathematics Courses 
The mathematics curriculum is designed to meet the needs of students who have varying 
backgrounds, knowledge and skills, as well as diverse interests and career goals.  

Math 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: enVision Mathematics Common Core Grade 6; Savvas Realize online 
Assessment: Concepts Quizzes, Math Projects, Homework 
 
This course is a study of topics in 6th grade level math, including intro-level algebra, geometry, 
statistics and probability. Students will become mathematicians: they will learn how to solve 
problems using creativity and critical thinking, working with each other to communicate the 
reason and evidence for their found answers. Students will also be stretched to connect math to 
the world found all around them, to use the mathematics they learn to design projects of art, 
music, sports, technology, food, architecture, nature, and whatever else captures their hearts of 
wonder.   
 
 
Pre-Algebra 
Grade Level: 7 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: enVision Mathematics Common Core: Accelerated Grade 7, Volumes 1 
& 2; Savvas Realize online; IXL online 
Assessment: Class Participation, Concepts Quizzes, Summative Assessments 
 

The purpose of this course is to develop fundamental skills for future mathematics courses, 
through the study of such topics as the number system, expressions and equations, ratios and 
proportional relationships, statistics and probability, and geometry. 

 

Algebra I 
Grade Level: 8 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: enVision Mathematics Common Core Algebra I; Savvas Realize online, 
IXL online 
Assessment: Concepts Quizzes, Math Projects, Class Participation 

The purpose of this course is to explain families of functions, with special emphasis on linear, 
exponential/quadratic, and advanced functions. As students learn about each family of 
functions, they will learn to represent them as verbal descriptions, equations, tables, and 
graphs. They will also learn to model real-world situations using functions in order to solve 
problems arising from those situations.  
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Foreign Language Courses 
 
MS Beginning Chinese 
Grade level: 6-8 Grades 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Placement test/ Teacher interview 
Curriculum resources: Chinese Made Easy Series 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit Assessments, and Course 
Summative Assessment 
 
Middle School Beginning Chinese aims to build up the students’ vocabulary and enlarge the 
number of characters they can write, so to prepare them for reading, typing, and writing in 
Chinese. It enables the students to apply all four language skills of the Chinese language in 
various life and academic topics. During this course, students will understand the details of 
what is overheard, and become confident expressing themselves in Chinese. They will start 
writing paragraphs using complex sentence structures and mostly Chinese characters. They will 
also be given reading materials and instructions in Chinese characters only. 
 
MS Intermediate Chinese 
Grade Level: 6-8 
Length: 1year 
Prerequisites: Placement test/ Teacher interview; 
Curriculum Resources: Chinese Made Easy Series 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit Assessments, and Course 
Summative Assessment 
 
This course is designed for students who have learned Chinese for at least one year, have 
mastered some basic Chinese words, and have Intermediate language ability. At this stage 
students will learn more new words and begin systematic grammar learning. In this course, 
students will improve their oral, writing and public speaking skills by conducting thematic 
surveys and report, students will learn more about China. The course will also provide students 
with a wealth of reading resources to improve their reading skills. More than language learning, 
this course also allows the students to experience Chinese culture through cooking, making 
Chinese crafts, playing Chinese traditional fun games, and so on. 
 
MS Advanced Chinese 
Grade Level: 6-8 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Placement test/ Teacher interview 
Curriculum Resources: Chinese Made Easy Series 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit Assessments, and Course 
Summative Assessment 
 
Middle School Advanced Chinese is a course that provides further language development to 
those who already have basic Chinese skills. This course is designed to help students enhance 
their abilities to use the target language and to enrich their experience of Chinese culture. 
Students who take this course will be provided with culturally rich and age appropriate 
materials to grow their Chinese proficiency of the four main aspects, which are listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. 
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Middle School Native Chinese Class 
Grade Level: 6-8 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Chinese Native Speakers 
Curriculum resources: Yu Wen 
Assessments: Classwork, Quizzes, Performance Tasks/Papers, Unit Assessments, and Course 
Summative Assessment 
 
The main course objective for MS Native Chinese Class is to further develop students’ abilities in 
Chinese oral and formal written communication for students who are native Chinese speakers. 
Students are expected to continually improve their speaking, listening, reading, writing and 
using skills. The course is taught based on ISC Chinese Language curriculum standards and 
local Chinese curriculum standards. The communicative competence will be developed in 
Chinese in the interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational modes. This course is also 
designed to meet goals of 5Cs (Communication, Connection, Culture, Comparison, Community) 
in Chinese learning. 
 
Spanish II 
Grade Level: 7-8 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisites: Spanish I 
Assessments: Homework, Classwork, Tests/Quizzes, Participation, Final Exam 
 
Spanish II is a class designed to continue introducing students to the Spanish language and 
culture. By the end of this course, students should be able to follow basic commands, count 
from 1-1000, talk about sports, chores, daily routines in the present progressive tense, and 
conjugate verbs using the simple preterite tense. Students will also be able to talk about health 
and parts of the body, as well as be able to make comparisons in Spanish. 
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Physical Education & Health Courses 
	
 

MS Physical Education 
Grade Level: 6-8 
Length: 1 year (Physical Education: 75% time, Health: 25% time) (offered every year) 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: SPARK Middle School PE, SPARK Healthy Lifestyle Choices  
Assessments: ACE Grades, Skills Tests, Fitness Test, Written Tests 
 
This course is designed to help students improve overall physical fitness through a variety of 
physical training methods. It is also designed to help students learn basic skills in various sports 
with the intention of allowing students to transfer those skills into different social settings once 
they leave our school. The fitness portion of the course involves several aerobic and anaerobic 
exercises including plyometrics, agility drills, and running activities. A variety of team sports are 
also taught throughout the course such as soccer, volleyball, basketball, handball, hockey, 
American football, Ultimate Frisbee, and softball. In this course, we stress the importance of 
maintaining flexibility throughout a lifetime and students are taught a variety of stretches and 
techniques for maintaining flexibility. Course grading is based upon whether the student 
improves his/her strength and fitness abilities, understanding and demonstration of the team 
sports, class participation, attitude, and effort. In this course, students will be empowered to 
meet challenges and develop positive behaviors in fitness, wellness, and movement activity. It is 
our goal to instill a personal desire among each of our students to make healthy living and 
exercise a regular part of their lives while at this institution and beyond. 
 
 
MS Health  
Grade Level: 6-8 
Length: 1 year  
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: SPARK 
Assessment: Homework, Participation, Quizzes, and Projects 
 
This course is a study of topics in Health, including our bodily systems, nutrition, exercise, and 
mental health, and how that affects us as people and communities. As we study what hurts and 
helps our health in these different areas, we will create goals and take action steps to become 
healthier – and happy.    
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Character Development Courses 
 

Character Development 6 
Grade Level: 6 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Habitudes, Second Step 
Assessments: Projects, Quizzes, Classwork/Homework/Group Participation, Reflection Journal 
 
This multidisciplinary course emphasizes character development and understanding the nature 
of truth and knowledge. It introduces students to the concept of worldviews and how they 
shape the world we live in and our understanding of it. 
 
 
Character Development 7 
Grade Level: 7 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Habitudes, Second Step 
Assessments: Homework, Class Work, Quizzes, Cumulative Assessment, and Projects 
 
This multidisciplinary course emphasizes character development and understanding the nature 
of relationships. This class will allow students to examine how relationships influence them and 
their worldview as well as give students tools to have and maintain healthy relationships with 
their peers and teachers. 
 
 
Character Development 8 
Grade Level: 8 
Length: 1 Year 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Habitudes, Second Step 
Assessments: Homework, Class Work, Quizzes, Cumulative Assessment, and Projects 
 
This multidisciplinary course emphasizes character development and understanding the nature 
of leadership. In this class students will examine examples of leaders throughout history and 
apply the concepts they are discovering through project-based service learning. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 21 

Fine Arts Courses 
 
MS Music 
Grade Level: 6, 8 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Sing at First Sight: Beck, Surmani & Lewis, Alfred Publishing Co, inc. 
Assessments: Choir Participation, Quizzes, Classwork and Singing Tests, 
Theory/History/Listening/Composition Projects, Concert Attendance, Reflection and Exams 
 
MS Music is a course that provides musical training and development in a choir community. It is 
a place where students come together to experience the joy of singing together! In this course 
students will learn sight-reading skills and healthy vocal technique such as vocal breathing and 
intonation. Special attention will also be given to the unique aspects of choral singing such as 
articulation, vowel shapes, and ensemble balance.  

 
 

MS Art 
Grade Level: 7 ,8 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: Annotated Mona Lisa 
Assessment: Quizzes & Tests, Performance, Participation, Writing and Journaling 
 
Upper school students will understand and apply the elements and principles of art through a 
variety of media and techniques. Students will build upon prior knowledge with an emphasis 
placed on understanding and appreciating the influence of art from other times and cultures. 
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Elective Courses 
 
MS Creative STEM & Coding 
Grade Level: 7, 8 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources:  
Assessments:  
 
Creative STEM is a course designed to integrate science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. Students in this course will apply concepts they are learning about in their math 
and science class to engineering based problem. Coding covers a basic introduction to the 
principles of programming, including algorithms and logic. Students engage in hands-on 
programming tasks in the programming language as they write and test their own code using 
the approaches real programmers use in the field. 
 
 
MS Computer Literacy 
Grade Level: 6, 8 
Length: 1 semester 
Prerequisites: None 
Curriculum Resources: ISTE standard 
Assessments: Projects, Class Participation, and Quizzes/Tests 
 
This course is designed to prepare the middle school students to use the computer for basic 
purposes of using word documents, developing PowerPoints, communicating via emails, and 
typing proficiently. Students will recognize the rights, responsibilities and opportunities of 
living, learning and working in an interconnected digital world. They will learn to curate a 
variety of resources using digital tools to construct knowledge, produce creative artifacts, and 
make meaningful experiences for themselves and others.   
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